v

“ONLY THE MARXIST-LENINISTS HOLD HIGH THE
BANNER OF THE REVOLUTION AND CARRY
IT FORWARD

Present-day capitalist society, both bourgeois
-and revisionist, is pregnant with revolution and
the revolution always has been and always will
‘be guided only by the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin. All the different ideas which seek to
revise our great theory will end up in the rubbish
‘bin of history, just as they have always done. They
will be smashed, together with capitalism, impe-
rialism and social-imperialism, by the great power
of the world proletariat which leads the revolu-
tion and is inspired by the immortal doctrine of
Marxism-Leninism.

The tactics and manoeuvres of the Eurocom-
munists cannot overshadow our great doctrine
and they will never get established. Only those
who are imbued with the Marxist-Leninist doc-
trine and remain loyal to it see what dangerous

awe
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and cunning opportunists they are confronted
with in their gigantic struggle for the triumph of
the new world, the socialist world, without op-
pressors, exploiters, war-mongering imperialists
and socialimperialists, without revisionists, dema-
gogues and traitors, either old or new.

In France, Italy, Spain and the other capi-
talist countries, it depends greatly on the prolet-
ariat and its Marxist-Leninist parties to ensure
that the anti-class, anti-revolutionary, anti-Marx-
ist theories of the revisionists are defeated. With-
out a genuine Marxist-Leninist party to lead the
proletariat in class battles and revolution, these
anti-Marxist theories which have been spread by
the revisionist parties cannot be combated and the
power of the bourgeoisie cannot be liquidated.

Conscious of the great loss which the birth
and spread of modern revisionism, especially
Khrushchevite modern revisionism, brought the
cause of the revolution and communism, the Marx-
ist-Leninist revolutionaries knew how and were
able to resist this great counterrevolutionary tide
and to organize themselves and fight resolutely
against it.

With a lofty sense of responsibility to the
proletariat of their own countries and the world,
they placed themselves in the forefront of the
stern, principled struggle for the exposure of
the revisionists’ betrayal and set to work to create
new Marxist-Leninist organizations and parties.
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The Marxist-Leninist movement was born
and developed in this great process of differentia-
tion from modern revisionism and the struggle
for the cause of communism, and took upon itself
to raise and carry forward the banner of the
revolution and socialism, betrayed and rejected
by the former communist parties which the
revisionist degeneration had transformed into
firemen to quell the flames of the revolution and
the peoples’ liberation wars. The formation of
new Marxist-Leninist parties was a victory of his-
toric importance for the working class of each
country, as well as for the cause of the revolu-
tion on a world scale.

The parties in which Browderite, Khrushche-
vite, Titoite, Eurocommunist, Maoist modern
revisionism became established were liquidated as
communist parties. Revisionism stripped them of
the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary spirit, trans-
formed them from organized detachments of the
working class to carry out the revolution into
weapons for «extinguishing» the class struggle, for
establishing class «peace», for sabotaging the re-
volution and destroying socialism.

Bearing in mind the struggle which the mo-
dern revisionists wage against the Leninist theory
and practice on the party, the genuine communist
revolutionaries fight for the defence, strengthen-
ing and development of proletarian parties built
on the basis of the teachings of Marxism-Lenin-
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ism. They are conscious that without such a
party, without an organized vanguard detachment
of the working class, the revolution cannot be
carried out, the national liberation struggle cannot
be waged correctly through to the end and the
bourgeois-democratic revolution cannot be deep-
ened and go over to the proletarian revolution.

The Marxist-Leninist party does not emerge
and is not created accidently or for no purpose.
It emerges and is created as a result of certain
very important objective and subjective factors.
The Marxist-Leninist party emerges from the
ranks of the working class, represents its highest
aspirations, its revolutionary aims and wages and
carries forward the class struggle. Without the
working class, without its revolutionary objec-
tives, without the Marxist-Leninist theory, which
is the theory of the working class, there can never
be a Marxist-Leninist party.

A party of the working class becomes its
truly organized detachment, its supreme staff
when it is educated with and masters the Marxist-
Leninist theory and when it uses this powerful and
irreplaceable weapon competently, in a creative
way, in the class struggle for the triumph of the
revolution, for the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the construction of so-
cialism.

That party which assimilates this theory but
does not apply it, or applies it incorrectly and
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continues to fail to correct the mistakes it is
making, will not advance on the right road, but
will deviate from Marxism-Leninism.

The genuine Marxist-Leninist party is cha-
racterized by the clear-cut and resolute stand
which it maintains towards modern revisionism,
towards Khrushchevism, Titoism, Mao Zedong
thought, Eurocommunism, etc. The establishment
of a clear line of demarcation over this question
is of major principled importance.

If a party permits illusions to be created in
its ranks, for example, that «irrespective of the
Khrushchevite ideology, socialism is being built
in the Soviet Union», that there are «bureau-
crats» in the leadership of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union but there are «revolutionaries
and Marxist-Leninists» as well, then willy-nilly
such a party is no longer in a Marxist-Leninist
position, but has deviated from the revolutionary
strategy and tactics, and if not openly at least
indirectly, has been transformed into a pro-So-
viet party, irrespective of the fact that in words
il might be against the theses of the 20th Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and
Khrushchevism. Revolutionary experience has
proved that you cannot fight against Khrushchev-
ism if you do not also fight against the chau-
vinist and socialimperialist hegemonic policy
which the leaders of the present-day capitalist
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and imperialist Soviet Union, Brezhnev, Suslov
and company, follow.

The views of those who divide the reactio-
nary line and the pro-imperialist policy of the
current Chinese leaders from Mao Zedong and
Mao Zedong thought are of the same nature and
equally harmful. The counterrevolutionary stands-
of Deng Xiaoping and Hua Guofeng cannot be
opposed and unmasked if the ideological basis.
of their actions, which is Mao Zedong thought,
is not fought and unmasked.

The Party of Labour of Albania has reached
this conclusion after making a profound analysis:
of Mao Zedong thought and the line which the
Communist Party of China has followed. To
defend Mao Zedong and his ideas without going
deeply into and seriously analysing the events
and facts means to fall into a revisionist devia-
tion. As long as you do not clear up this position
you cannot be in a genuine Marxist-Leninist po-
sition.

The Marxist-Leninist parties and the prole-
tariat of each country never underestimate the
pressure of the bourgeoisie and its ideology, the:
oppressive force of capitalism, imperialism, so-
cial-imperialism and deceptive revisionist ideolo-
gies. This pressure and these negative influences
become harmful, very dangerous, if the party
of the proletariat does not wage a resolute struggle
against them and does not have a strong orga-
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nization and iron proletarian discipline, and if
it is not characterized by a steel unity of thought
and action, which excludes any spirit of factiona-
lism and groups.

This is why, along with raising their ideo-
logical level and waging the struggle against revi-
sionism and the influences of the bourgeois ideo-
logy, the Marxist-Leninist parties devote the
greatest care to their internal organizational
strengthening on the basis of the Leninist norms
and principles. The party is and becomes revolu-
tionary when tested, active, dedicated, revolutio-
nary elements militate in its ranks. They reso-
lutely combat the sectarian intellectualist con-
cepts which frequently, hiding behind the requi-
rement to admit «trained elements», close the
doors of the party to the workers and sound ele-
ments from the other strata of the working mas-
ses who, by militating in the ranks of the party,
can gain all those qualities which must characte-
rize the vanguard of the revolutionary proleta-
riat.

Sentimentality, liberalism, the tendency to
seek numbers in order to give the impression that
the ranks of the party are increasing with new
members, are harmful and have grave consequen-
ces. Such admissions without strictly applying
the Marxist-Leninist norms not only do not
hinder the influence and pressure of the bour-
geoisie from attacking the party from outside but
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allow the party to be infiltrated by various ele-
ments which divide and liquidate it.

The Marxist-Leninist parties in the capitalist
countries are working and fighting in difficult
conditions and encounter many dangers which
come from various directions. These dangers are
not imaginary. They are real, are encountered
every day, in every step and in every action. They
cannot be withstood if the communists do not
vnderstand that the program of action and strug-
gle of the party is founded on the need for sacri-
fice for the great ideals of the cause of the pro-
letariat and communism, if these sacrifices are
not conseiously accepted and made unhesitatingly
at any moment, in any situation or circumstances
which the major interests of the proletariat and
the people require.

In the capitalist countries, the existence of
many parties causes great confusion in people’s
minds. These parties are parties for votes; they
are in the service of local and world capital. This
united capital rules with the aid of state power
and money, with the organized force of the army,
the police and other organs of violence. The par-
ties, which are linked with capital, with the
various multinational concerns and companies,
play the game of «democracy» with the aim of
diverting the masses from the main objective of
their struggle — throwing off the yoke of capital

17T — 28
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—

and seizing state power, that is, carrying out the
revolution.

It is not without purpose that the bourgeois
parties apply certain organizational and political
orientations and forms. For example, they allow
anyone to enter or leave their ranks whenever
he wants. All are «free» to talk and shout, to
deliver discourses at meetings and rallies, but no
one is allowed to act, to go beyond the bounds
of the so-called freedom of speech. The transition
from freedom of speech to concrete actions is
classified and treated as an act of anarchists, cri-
minals and terrorists.

The Marxist-Leninist party can never be
such a party. It is not a party of words, but a
party of revolutionary action. If its members are
not engaged in concrete actions and struggle it
will not be a genuine Marxist-Leninist party, but
a Marxist-Leninist party only in name. At given
moments such a party will certainly be split into
different factions, will have many lines which
will coexist, and it will be turned into a liberal,
opportunist and revisionist party. Such a party
is neither suited to or meeded by the working
class.

A revolutionary Marxist-Leninist party can-
not reconcile itself either to reformism or to anar-
chism and terrorism. It is against all these counter-
revolutionary trends in whatever form they
present themselves. The party must always bear
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in mind that it is impossible for the bourgeoisie
not to attack it, that it is impossible that it will
not call its actions the actions of anarchists and
terrorists. However, this does not make the party
tail behind events and the movement of the mas-
ses, give up actions and enter the vicious circle
of revisionist and reformist parties.

It is the complex actions of the political,
ideological and economic struggle of the Marxist-
Leninist parties at the head of the working class
against the bourgeoisie, social-democracy, revi-
sionism and the bourgeois state, which allow the
masses to determine whether or not these activ-
ities are truly revolutionary in character. The
masses know how to distinguish genuine revolu-
tionary actions which are in their interests from
terrorism and anarchism. Therefore they join in
the revolutionary actions which the Marxist-Le-
ninist parties lead and rise against the power of
the bourgeoisie regardless of the blows and the
harsh oppression of the capitalist bourgeoisie,
which goes as far as undertaking bloody actions
against the working class and genuine commun-
ists.

The Marxist-Leninist communist party is not
afraid of civil war, which the savage oppression
and violence of the bourgeoisie lead to. It is
known that civil war is not waged between the
working class and honest working people, but is
waged by the working masses against the ruling
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capitalist bourgeoisie and its organs of oppression.
The revolutionary struggle of the proletariat must
lead to the violent seizure of power. It is preci-
sely this development of which the capitalists, the
bourgeois and the revisionists are afraid. That
is why social-democracy and the modern revi-
sionists strive to prevent the working class from
gaining revolutionary consciousness, from under-
standing the significance of economic, political
and ideological problems, and reaching that revo-
lutionary maturity and sound organization which
help in the creation of the subjective conditions
for the struggle for the seizure of power.

The strategy and tactics of the bourgeoisie,
which the Eurocommunists have made their own,
aim to split the working class so that they will
not be faced with a unified striking force. The
Marxist-Leninist parties, however, fight for the
opposite, for the unity of the working class.

The bourgeoisie fears the revolutionary or-
ganization and unity of the proletariat, which,
contrary to the preachings of the Eurocommunists
and other revisionists, remain the main revo-
lutionary motive force of our time., Therefore,
it tries to maintain continuous control over trade-
union organizations, over trade-union centres,
which can be numerous in the capitalist parties,
with names and programs which appear different,
but which have no essential differences between
them. Through the bourgeois and revisionist par-
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ties and its own state structures, the bourgeoisie
has encouraged as never before the diversionist
role of the trade-unions which are openly mani-
pulated by them.

As the facts show, trade-unions of this kind
in many countries have become completely inte-
grated into and become appendages of the econo-
mic and state organization of capitalism. The ever
more open collaboration of the trade-union centres
with the owning class, with finance capital and the
bourgeois governments is a notorious fact. As it
is now, the trade-union movement does not chal-
lenge capitalism, but works for it, tries to
subjugate the proletariat and to restrict and
undermine its struggle against capitalism. Some
of them are more like big capitalist concerns
than trade-union organizations.

It is a fact that, as a result of this under-
mining activity carried out but the revisionists
and social-democracy, by the bourgeois-reformist
trade-union centres, the European proletariat re-
mains split, and an important section of the
workers is manipulated by these centres. The
control of revisionists and social-democrats over
the trade-union movement is a major obstacle
to the development of the class struggle and the
formation and tempering of the revolutionary
consciousness of the working people. Therefore,
the only road for the Marxist-Leninists and revo-
lutionaries, a road which is imposed on them,
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is to expose the activity of revisionists, to dis-
integrate their positions in the trade-union move-
ment and to create revolutionary trade-unions.
Obviously, these new trade-unions cannot but have
the objective of achieving the unity of the work-
ing class against the power of capital, against its
demagogy and that of the bourgeois and revision-
ist parties.

To fight against the so-called traditional
trade-unions does not mean that you are opposed
in principle to the existence of unions as organiza-
tions of the masses with a broad character, as cen-
tres of the organization and resistance of the work-
ing class, historically inevitable and essential in the
conditions of capitalism for uniting the working
class and throwing it into the class struggle against
the bourgeoisie.

While putting forward the task of creating
revolutionary unions, the Marxist-Leninists in no
way abandoned their work in the existing unions
in which there are large masses of workers,
because otherwise they would have left the trade-
union bosses a free hand to manipulate the work-
ing class and to use it in their own interests
and the interests of capital. Participation of com-
munists in the existing unions is not determined
by contingency and is not a «tactic», as the Trots-
kyites try to present it, but a stand of principle
which stems from the Leninist teachings on the
need for unity of the working class, which cannot
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be achieved without working among the masses
and without freeing them from the influences
of the bourgeoisie and various opportunists.

Of course, the struggle of the Marxist-Lenin-
ist party within the reformist and revisionist
trade-union centres does not have the aim of
correcting or educating the trade-union bosses,
or improving and reforming them. Such a stand
would be a new reformism. The Marxist-Lenin-
ist work with the masses of trade-unionists in
order to educate and prepare them for anti-capital-
ist, anti-imperialist and anti-revisionist revolu-
tionary actions. The unity and cohesion of the
proletariat is brought about in the process of
work and struggle.

However, as Marxism-Leninism teaches us,
the unity of the working class is achieved, first
of all, in the field of practice, through political
actions and economic claims properly harmonized
with one another, giving priority to political
actions. Taking a firm revolutionary class stand,
the Marxist-Leninists fight to link economic
claims with political claims, and in this terrain
denounce and expose the treacherous activity of
the trade-union bosses who, through various
trade-union manoeuvres, sacrifice the major fun-
damental interests of the proletariat.

At present, there are millions who come out
on strikes, in demonstrations for economic claims,
which also have a political character, because
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they are fighting capitalism which refuses to
recognize the rights of workers. However, all these
end up in an agreement between trade-union
bosses and capitalists, who make the strikers some
minor concession, just to give them a certain satis-
faction. However, if these claims are given a
real political character, the tools of capital in
the trade-unions and capital itself are placed in
great difficulties.

The worker aristocracy and the capitalist
bourgeoisie are very much afraid of the linking
of the economic struggle with the political strug-
gle. They fear the political struggle, because it
leads the working class a long way, and even
leads it to clashes and battles. Political actions, pro-
perly carried out, weaken the leadership of the
capitalist bourgeoisie in the trade-unions, break
the rules, the laws, and everything else it has
established in order to enslave the working class,
and opens the eyes of the class.

The working class is the leading class, and
as such, it must break its links with the bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois psychology. In order to do
this, it is necessary to fight both against liberal-
opportunist views, which lead to rightist trade-
unionist deviations, and against sectarian views
which isolate the genuine Marxist party from vi-
gorous concrete work with the masses. Both these
types of views have extremely harmful conse-
quences for the cause of the revolution. Just as
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the reduction of the trade-union movement merely
to struggle for economic demands must be com-
bated, hesitation to fight for economic demands,
for fear of going over to opportunism and the
simple trade-union struggle, must also be avoid-
ed.

While fighting for the unity of the working
class, the Marxist-Leninist parties see this as the
basis for the unity of all the masses of the people,
which is quite the opposite to those unprincipled,
counterrevolutionary combinations and alliances
which the Eurocommunists advocate.

The deepening of the crisis, which the capi-
talist-revisionist world is experiencing, is extend-
ing the social and class basis of the revolution.
Apart from the working class, other strata of
society exploited by capitalism, such as the pea-
santry, the urban petty bourgeoisie, the intelligen-
tsia and the students, the youth and the masses
of women, are taking part ever more actively in
the revolutionary movement. Therefore, the ques-
tion of linking up with these masses and leading
them becomes a task of first-rate importance for
the Marxist-Leninist parties.

Direct work by the Marxist-Leninist party
and its members in the ranks of the masses is
indispensable and of great value, but it is insuf-
ficient to extend the influence of the party among
the broad working masses, if the levers of the
party, the organizations of the masses, such as
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those of the youth, women, etc., are not organized
and set into action. The Marxist-Leninist party
works wherever the masses are, even in the orga-
nizations which are run and manipulated by the
bourgeois and revisionist parties, in order to se-
parate them from the influence of the reactionary
and opportunist ideology of these parties, just as
it works also to create the revolutionary organi-
zations of the masses which militate on the line
of the party and act with conscious conviction
under its leadership.

In the countries where capital rules, the
youth, the women and other working masses
are a major reserve of the revolution. Today
there are millions of youth and women unem-
ployed, abandoned and left without hope by
the bourgeoisie, therefore they are seething
with revolt and the elements of revolution-
ary outbursts are aeccumulating. Regarding the
movements of the youth, students, intelligentsia
and progressive women as important component
parts of the broad democratic and liberation re-
volutionary movements in general, the Marxist-
Leninists try to unite the drive and revolutionary
aspirations of these broad masses with the drive
and aspirations of the working class, in order to
organize, educate and lead them on the right
road. When the inexhaustible energies of the
youth, the women and the other masses are united
with the energies of the working class under the
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leadership of the proletarian party, there is no
force which can stop the triumph of revolution
and socialism.

The hegemony of the proletariat will not be
complete and effective if it is not extended over
all the strata of the population interested in the
revolution, especially over the peasantry which
in the overwhelming majority of countries, re-
presents the main and most powerful ally of the
working class. At the same time, the alliance of
the working class with the peasantry is the basis
for uniting in a broad front all the working
masses, all those who in one way or another are
fighting against capitalism and imperialism, a-
gainst oppression and exploitation by monopolies
and multinational companies.

At the present time, many rallies and de-
monstrations are being held in the streets of
cities and villages of the capitalist countries. Natu-
rally, these are organized by the bourgeois, so-
cial-democratic and revisionist parties, which have
certain aimswhen they bring the massesoutin the
streets. Above all, they want to keep the revolted
masses of working people under their control and
to confine their demands within the economic fra-
mework permitted by the bourgeoisie. The task of
the communists is not to stand apart from these
demonstrations because the bourgeois and revi-
sionist parties organize them, but to take part in
these mass movements and turn them into poli-
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tical demonstrations and clashes with the bour-
geoisie and its lackeys.

Inactivity, apathy and fruitless discussions
are lethal to a Marxist-Leninist party. If a Marx-
ist-Leninist party is not continually active, in mo-
vement with agitation and propaganda, if it does
not take part in the different manifestations of
the working class and the other working masses,
irrespective that they may be under the influence
of reformist parties, it will not be possible to alter
the direction which the reformist parties give
the movement of the masses.

The correct line of the Marxist-Leninist party
cannot be carried among the masses by means of
its press alone, which is usually very restricted.
The communists, sympathizers, and members of
the mass organizations carry the line of the party
among the masses precisely during the activities
and actions of the working class and the other
working masses when they are in movement, in
struggle and battle for their economic rights, and
even more for their political rights.

Such vigorous revolutionary action ensures
two important objectives: on the one hand, it
tempers the party itself in action together with
the masses and raises its authority and influen-
ce, and on the other hand, it creates possibilities
for the party to see the most politically and ideo-
logically sound and advanced elements of the
working class in action, those who will be the
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best and the most resolute militants of the party
in the future. From these elements, the Marxist-
Leninist parties secure the new blood for their
ranks, and not from a few discontented intellec-
tual elements, or some unemployed workers who
demand justice, who are revolted, but are not so
stable and do not accept the iron discipline of a
Marxist-Leninist proletarian party.

The leaders of revisionist parties think that
the whole work of the party consists of endless
discussions, fruitless theorizing and empty con-
tests over one question or another. Nothing comes
out of such sterile work. The revisionist parties
work on the masses through their press which,
it must be admitted, is extensive. These parties
themselves are big capitalist trusts, and they have
paid workers especially to turn out their pro-
paganda. They have become very skilful at preach-
ing to the working masses what they should and
what they should not do. With their demagogy
they obscure the final aim of the working masses,
which is the overthrow of the capitalist system,
and make them believe that what is achieved with
a normal strike is everything. This big lie is
in favour of the capitalist bourgeoisie. That
is why the bourgeoisie is not worried by the
words, the articles and the discourses of the salari-
ed revisionist propagandists, or by the strikes
which are held under the leadership of their
parties.
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The Marxist-Leninist parties never descend
to these forms of the stale propaganda of the re-
visionist parties. They know that the uprising and
the revolution do not come about automatically.
They must be prepared. The best preparation is
through actions. But together with action, the
theory which guides these actions is necessary.
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin teach us that
without revolutionary action there is no revo-
lutionary theory and without revolutionary theo-
ry there is no revolutionary action.

The work of the Marxist-Leninist party
among the masses, uniting them around concrete
political objectives, is an important task, because
the revolution is not carried out by the working
class alone, and even less so by its vanguard, the
communist party alone. To carry out the revolu-
tion, the working class enters into alliance with
other social forces, with progressive parties and
factions of them, with progressive individuals,
with whom it has interests in common on various
problems and at different periods. Broad popular
fronts with definite political programs are created
with these forces. The party of the working class
is not dissolved in these fronts, but always retains
its organizational and political independence.

The question of alliances is a very acute and
delicate problem. The Marxist-Leninist party must
follow, study and define the tendencies, demands
and contradictions which exist within the mo-
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vement of the masses, in other words, the dialec-
tics of the class struggle. On this basis the commu-
nists choose the right road to achieve various alli-
ances. The maturity of the Marxist-Leninist party
is expressed in its sound analysis and assessment
of the situation which exists in the ranks of the
masses and amongst different political groupings
for the creation of necessary alliances. Only with
a correct policy and an accurate foresight of how
events will develop will the party of the working
class be able to maintain its individuality in these
alliances and increase its influence among the mas-
ses which it wants to rally and throw into revolu-
tion.

The creation of different alliances and, on
this basis, the creation of broad popular fronts
becomes an imperative duty, especially in the
conditions when in many countries the danger of
fascism is great and immediate, and the pressure
and interference of the superpowers against all
countries have increased. The fact that the na-
tional issue is assuming a special and steadily in-
creasing importance in the revolutionary process
today favours the achievement of this unity and
these 1lliances.

This is linked with the intensification of the
expansionist, hegemonic and aggressive policy of
the imperialist powers. But the occupation of a
country is not always done through military ag-
gression. This enslavement, colonization, oppres-
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sion and exploitation is also carried out in other
«new», «modern», economic, cultural, political
forms, which disguise savage imperialist domi-
nation.

That is why, when we say that the revolution
is on the order of the day, this is also linked with
the national issue, that is, with the occupation of
one or some countries by the big capitalist and
imperialist powers, either through direct military
occupation or through indirect means and ways.
In this sense, countries like Italy, Spain, Portugal,
etc., although they are not occupied by the armed
force of foreign armies, still suffer from foreign
domination and interferenee.

The Eurocommunists can prattle as much as
they like that their countries are free and
sovereign, but in fact the Spanish, Italian, Por-
tuguese and other peoples are oppressed and ex-
ploited. A bourgeois democracy exists in each of
their countries, but the state there is bound hand
and foot to foreign capital. The people, the work-
ing class do not enjoy genuine democracy and
sovereignty, they are not free because everything
is controlled by foreign capital.

During the Second World War, at the time
when many countries were occupied by the Ger-
man nazi or the Italian fascist armies, the quis-
lings and collaborators united with the occupiers.
Today, too, other quislings and collaborators, with
different disguises and slogans, are in power and
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are bound to the new modern occupiers, the neo-
colonialists and their capital, with a thousand
threads.

Very important for the preparation and car-
rying out of the revolution is the revolutionary
work in the ranks of the bourgeois armies, which
Lenin called

«...the chief instruments of state power»*

Lenin has provided the answer to many theoreti-
cal and practical problems linked with the neces-
sity of revolutionary work in the ranks of the
bourgeois armies and has defined the ways to
attack, demoralize and disintegrate them. This
question assumes special importance in the pre-
sent conditions when the revolutionary situations
in many countries are maturing rapidly. In gene-
ral, the bourgeois army is the bourgeoisie armed
to the teeth which confronts the proletariat and
the popular masses.

The large armies of the capitalist countries
create the impression that in such circumstances
the revolution and the smashing of the state of
oppression and exploitation become impossible.
These views are spread and propagated especially
by the Eurocommunists who do not attack the
bourgeois army even with feathers. In regard to

* V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 25, p. 459 (Alb. ed.).
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the number of troops in the army, this does not
make any great difference to the revolution, while
it creates worrying problems for the bourgeoisie.
The extension of the army with many elements
from various strata of the population creates more
favourable conditions for demoralizing the army
and turning it against the bourgeoisie.

In this way the revolution encounters two
major problems. On the one hand, it must win
over the working class and the working masses,
without whom it is impossible to go into the rev-
olution and, on the other hand, it must demo-
ralize and disintegrate the bourgeois army which
suppresses the revolution. In the trade-unions, the
bourgeoisie uses the worker aristocracy for its
own ends, while in the army it uses the caste of
officers who carry out the same functions there
as the trade-union bosses in the trade-unions.

The principles, laws and organizational struc-
tures in the bourgeois armies are such that they
allow the bourgeoisie to exert control over the
army, to maintain and train it as a means to sup-
press the revolution and the peoples. This shows
the markedly reactionary class character of the
bourgeois army and exposes the efforts to present
it as «above classes», «national», «outside polit-
ics», «respecting democracy», etc. Regardless of
the «democratic traditions», the bourgeois army
in any country is anti-popular and destined to
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defend the rule of the bourgeoisie and to carry
out its expansionist aims.

However, the bourgeois army does not con-
stitute a compact mass; there is not and cannot
be unity in it. The antagonistic contradictions
between the bourgeoisie, either capitalist or revi-
sionist, on the one hand, and the proletariat and
the masses, on the other, are reflected in the
armies of these countries, too. The masses of sol-
diers, made up of the sons of workers and pea-
sants, have interests diametrically opposed to the
character of the army and the mission the bour-
geoisie charges it with. Like the workers and other
working people, the masses of soldiers are in-
terested in the overthrow of the exploiting order,
and that is why the bourgeoisie shuts it up in bar-
racks and isolates it from the people, turning the
army, as Lenin pointed out, into a «prison» for
millions of soldiers.

This is the basis of the conflict which grows
constantly deeper between the soldiers, who are
the sons of the people, and the commanding body.
the officers, who are the executive hand of the
capitalist bourgeoisie, trained and educated to
serve the interests of capital zealously. The work
of the Marxist-Leninist party aims to make the
soldier revolt against the officer, so that he does
not carry out the orders, does not observe the dis-
cipline and the laws of the bourgeoisie, and sa-
botages the weapons in order to prevent them
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from being used against the people. Lenin said,

«Not a single great revolution has ever
taken place, or ever can take place,
without the ’disorganization’ of the army.
For the army is the most ossified instru-
ment for supporting the old regime, the
most hardened bulwark of bourgeois dis-
cipline, buttressing up the rule of capital,
and preserving and fostering among the
working people the servile spirit of sub-
mission and subjection to capital.»*

Of course, the methods, forms and tactics to
bring about the disorganization and disintegra-
tion of the army are many and varied, depending
on the concrete conditions. The conditions are not
identical in every country today and, therefore,
the tactics of the Marxist-Leninists differ from
one country to another. There are countries
where fascist dictatorships and terror have been
established openly, and there are others where
those few legal forms of bourgeois democracy
can and must be utilized. In general, however,
personal work with individual soldiers, both in-
side and outside the barracks, the stern struggle
of the workers, the continual strikes, demonstra-
tions, rallies, protests, etc., play an important role,

* V. L. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 28, p. 321 (Alb. ed.).
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both for the mobilization of the masses and for
the disorganization of the bourgeois army.

«...all these, so to say, test battles and
clashes,» pointed out Lenin, «are inexorab-
ly drawing the army into political life and
consequently into the sphere of revolution-
ary problems. Experience in the struggle
enlightens more rapidly and more pro-
foundly than years of propaganda under
other circumstances.»"

Work must be done with the soldier, the son
of the people, before he joins the army, and later,
when he is carrying out his military service,
whieh is the most decisive phase, and finally,
when he completes his service and becomes a
reservist. Work with the lower ranking officers,
in order to separate them from the caste of senior
officers and to convince them not to raise their
hand against the people, must not be excluded,
either.

Of course, political work in the army is
as dangerous as it is important. Whereas the worst
that can happen to you for political activity and
propaganda in the ranks of the trade-unions is to
be dismissed from your job, in the army where
political work and propaganda are sternly pro-

* V, 1. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 9, pp. 402-403 (Alb. ed.).
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hibited, the punishment could be to face the
firing squad. However, revolutionary communists
have never lacked the spirit of sacrifice, or the
conviction that without working in this sector
the way to the revolution cannot be opened.

At the same time, the disorganization of the
bourgeois army is a component part of the strate-
gy aimed to ruin the war-mongering plans of
the capitalist bourgeoisie, to sabotage its predatoxy
wars and transform them into revolutionary wars.
This is how the bolsheviks acted with the czarist
army in the time of Lenin. The overthrow of
Kerensky and his government which wanted to
continue the imperialist war, Lenin’s policy on
peace, on the agrarian question and the distribu-
tion of the land among the poor peasants, etc.,
brought the soldiers over to the side of the revolu-
tion, while the officer caste remained with the
White Guards, on the side of the counter-revolu-
tion. The Leninist strategy and tactics of struggle
against the bourgeois army make it easier to
encourage and mobilize the working class and the
peoples for the revolution, for the anti-imperialist
and the national liberation wars.

The world revolutionary movement has rich
experience of work in the ranks of the bourgeois
armies. In the czarist army in Russia in 1905, rev-
olutionary committees of soldiers were created
under the leadership of the Russian Social-de-
mocratic Party, of which Lenin was the leader.
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In the February Revolution of 1917, and especially
in the October Revolution, party cells and soviets
of soldiers and sailors were formed in the detach-
ments and units of the czarist armed forces, and
these played the decisive role in taking the bulk
of the bourgeois army over to the side of the rev-
olution.

During the Anti-fascist National Liberation
War in Albania, the Communist Party of Albania
worked in deep illegality within the ranks of the
army, and even in the gendarmerie, police, etc.,
in order to paralyse those weapons and to bring
about disorder in and desertions from their ranks.
This compelled the enemy to distrust, and in some
cases, to intern whole detachments of the old Al-
banian army which was in the service of the occu-
pier. At the same time, many militarymen from
the old army went over to our National Libera-
tion Army.

Let us take another more recent example,
that of the army of the Shah of Iran and his caste
of officers, which notwithstanding that it was
armed to the teeth with the most sophisticated
weapons, was incapable of operating effectively
and suppressing the anti-imperialist and anti-mo-
narchist uprising of the Iranian people.

The Pahlavi regime was one of the most bar-
barous, blood-thirsty and corrupt regimes of ex-
ploiters of the modern world. The savage Pahlavi
dictatorship was based on the feudal lords and
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the very wealthy stratum which the regime crea-
ted, on the reactionary army and its officer
caste, and on SAVAK which, as the Shah himself
described it, was a «state within the state», The
Pahlavis who ruled through terror were partners
with and sold out to the American and British
imperialists, the most heavily armed gendarmes
of the Persian Gulf under the orders of the Amer-
ican CIA.

Nevertheless, the great terror, the army,
SAVAK and all the rest were unable to quell the
revolt of the Iranian people, which in different
forms and intensities continued until it was raised
to quality and overcame the stage of fearing viol-
ence. In this process the army and SAVAK, the
shields of the blood-thirsty regime of the Shah,
disintegrated, part of the army went over to the
side of the people who seized the weapons and
are holding on to them. Thisis an experience which
proves that the army and the police, however
numerous and well armed, cannot stop the rev-
olution when the people rise in a united bloc,
when careful work is done for the demoralization
and disintegration of the bourgeois army and po-
lice.

It has now become fashionable in the capi-
talist countries for all sorts of people to speak
about the «revolution» and to carry out allegedly
revolutionary activities. The so-called <«leftistse
scream for «revolutionary measures» but then im-
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mediately set a limit to them. They «explain»
that revolutionary measures should not be under-
taken everywhere and in every field, but only
some «alterations» should be made. Hence, an il-
lusion should be created to deceive the masses
that are seeking radical revolutionary changes.

Like the bourgeoisie, the «leftists» see the
army as an «impregnable fortress» and never even
raise the task of disintegrating, demoralizing and
destroying it. The Marxist-Leninist parties, how-
ever, without neglecting the other directions of the
struggle, regard the struggle for the unity of the
working class and the disintegration of the bour-
geois army as two directions of decisive import-
ance for the triumph of the revolution.

«Of course,» said Lenin «unless the rev-
olution assumes a mass character and af-
fects the troops, there can be no question
of serious struggle.»”

The purpose of the work of the Marxist-
Leninists in the ranks of the-bourgeois and re-
visionist armies is to draw the militarymen into
conscious revolutionary activity, and not simply
to organize coups d’état. Marxist-Leninists have
never regarded the overthrow of the capitalist

* V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, vol, 11, p. 183 (Alb. ed.).
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order as a question of putsches and military plots,
but as a result of the conscious activity and active
participation of the masses in the revolution.

Coups d’état, plots organized by the officer
caste have become fashionable in many countries
of the world. By these means the monopoly groups
bring down one government and replace it with
another in their service. By means of military
coups, the American imperialists and Soviet so-
cialimperialists have placed reactionary cliques
in their service at the head of the state in many
countries of the world. In these cases, the mass
of soldiers has frequently blindly served the in-
terests of the local ruling classes and imperialist
superpowers.

In such instances, the genuine revolutionaries
make things clear to the masses of soldiers, so that
they will not be deceived by the reactionary pro-
paganda which presents the military coups as ac-
tions «in the interests of the nation», «in the
interests of the people and defence of the
nation», etc. They make clear also that anarch-
ism, terrorism and gangsterism, which are assum-
ing extensive proportions in the capitalist and
revisionist countries, have nothing in common
with the revolution, either. Daily facts prove that
the groups of anarchists, terrorists. and gangsters
are used by reaction as an excuse and a weapon
for the preparation and the establishment of the
fascist dictatorship, to intimidate the petty bour-
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geoisie and to make it a tool and a hotbed of fas-
cism, to put pressure on the working class and keep
it bound with the chains of capitalism under the
threat that it will lose those few crumbs which
the bourgeoisie «has given it».

All these currents and groups are disguised
behind alluring names, such as «proletarian»,
«communist», «red brigades». and other labels
which sow total confusion. The activities of these
groups have no links with Marxism-Leninism,
with communism.

In its propaganda, the bourgeoisie accuses the
communists, those who are genuinely for revolu-
tion and socialism, for the overthrow of the rule of
the bourgeoisie, of being terrorists, anarchists and
gangsters, and tries to build up opinion against
the genuine revolutionary organizations of the
proletariat and its vanguard. This is one of the
main purposes for which it incites terrorism and
gangsterism, which in such countries as Italy is
assuming major proportions.

The Marxist-Leninists always take account
of these manoeuvres and tricks of the bourgeoisie
and struggle to expose and defeat them. They
reject the attacks, accusations and slanders of the
bourgeoisie and its lackeys who call the illegal
activity of the Marxist-Leninist parties terrorism
and gangsterism.

Whether the Marxist-Leninist party is illegal.
either partly or completely, depends on the con-
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crete conditions of a particular country. Irrespec-
tive of these conditions, however, the organiza-
tion of illegal work is the greatest guarantee that
the victory will be secured. Without this organi-
zation the great striking force of the bourgeois
dictatorship wreaks havoc and gravely damages
the proletariat and its vanguard at the moments
the dictatorship finds it suitable to do so.

A party of the working class, which does not
foresee moments of fierce attacks and clashes
with the forces of the capitalist bourgeoisie, is
not a genuine revolutionary party. For such a
party, the theoretical principle that power cannot
be seized from the bourgeoisie except by violence,
by fighting and making sacrifices, remains an
empty phrase, a mere slogan. Moments of fierce
struggle are inevitable and in these moments of
fierce struggle legal propaganda bases alone are
not sufficient. At these moments, the communist
party must have its fighting bases, must have
created its striking forces, must have its rear se-
cure and equip them with the necessary poli-
tical, ideological and material means. The coming
action will require sacrifices, there will be
people who are hurt, who are killed or imprisoned.
Therefore, work must be done to build up around
the party a great mass of dedicated people, reso-
lute revolutionaries who listen to the party and
will hurl themselves into revolutionary action to-
gether with it.
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Meanwhile, the Marxist-Leninist parties know
they must also take advantage of bourgeois «de-
mocracy» and the possibilities which legal work
and struggle provide for the preparation of the
revolution. Even when they operate legally, they
make efforts to ensure that their activities serve
to fulfil the requirements and tasks of the rev-
olution, the ideo-political, organizational and mi-
litary preparation of the party and the masses for
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, regardless of
what the bourgeois laws permit or do not permit.

On all occasions and under all conditions, the
genuine revolutionary parties know that they
must combine the organization and development
of illegal and legal struggle correctly, using only
those forms of work and revolutionary tactics
which do not obscure their strategy with illusions
about bourgeois legality and democracy.

«In all countries, even in those that are
freest, most ’legal’, and most *peaceful’ in
the sense that the class struggle is least
acute there,» said Lenin, «it is now abso-
lutely indispensable for every Communist
Party to systematically combine legal and
illegal work, legal and illegal organiza-
tions.»"

% V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 31, p. 211 (Alb. ed).
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At first sight, it seems that the working class
in Western Europe is bound tight in the chaing
which social-democracy and the revisionists called

ever, this appearance does not reflect the rea-
lity. Moreover, it does not indicate the tendencies
of social development, the processes which are
seething in the ranks of the working masses, the
historical necessity - and imperative demands of
the time.

The bourgeoisie, the revisionists and all the
other opportunists are trying to restrain the rey-
olution and to extinguish the communist ideal.
At given stages and in Special historical conditions,
they even Mmanage fo bemuse and confuse the

their exploitation and oppression and establish
genuine freedom and equality. As long as there
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is oppression and exploitation, as long as capital-
ism exists, the thinking and struggle of the masses
will always be directed towards the revolution
and socialism. ;

The Eurocommunists have rejected the ban-
ner of Marxism-Leninism, the revolution and the
dictatorship of the proletariat. They preach class
peace and sing hymns to bourgeois democracy.
However, the ills of bourgeois society are not cured
and its contradictions are not resolved with serm-
ons and hymns. History has already proved this and
its lessons cannot be set aside. The proletariat, the
oppressed and the exploited are moving naturally
towards the revolution, towards the dictatorship
of the proletariat and socialism. Just as naturally
they are seeking the road which leads to the ful-
filment of these historical aspirations, the road
which the immortal theory of MarX, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin shows them. It is the duty of the new
Marxist-Leninist communist parties to take over
the leadership of class battles which the Eurocom-
munists have abandoned, to provide the proleta-
riat and the masses with that militant fighting
vanguard which they are seeking and accept as
their leadership.

The situation is not easy, but let us recall
the optimistic words of Stalin, that «there is no
fortress which the communists cannot take». This
revolutionary optimism stems from the objective
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laws of the development of society. Capitalism is
an order condemned by history to liquidation.
Nothing, neither the frenzied resistance of the
bourgeoisie nor the treachery of modern revision-
ists can save it from its inevitable doom. The fu-
ture belongs to socialism and communism,
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